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Antoine Richard (b. 1851) 
 

Antoine was born at St. Francois Xavier, the son of Antoine Richard Sr. and Josephte 
Lapointe. He married “Betsy” Elizabeth Fidler, the daughter of Augustin and Charlotte 
Lapointe. They had five children: “Willy” b. 1875; Ambroise b. 1877, Alexander b. 1880, 
Flora b. 1883 and Michel b. 1885.  
 
In 1882, Antoine Richard came into the district of St. Louis in an 
ox-cart. It took a whole month to travel from Winnipeg to Fish Creek. On the way were 
seen, but very few Indian tents. The country was empty. They followed an old trail and 
ate buffalo meat or pemmican. After stopping at Saint Catherine, west of Prince Albert, 
they continued on to Saint Louis. They had brought along from Winnipeg, a bag of wheat 
for seeding.> In the archives in Saskatoon we read Antoine Richard lives on a 
homestead,with his wife and six children. Their house is sixteen by thirty-four feet and is 
worth $100. The fence surrounding his property could be valued at sixty dollars. 
 
In 1883 he broke nine acres of land, in 1884 and in 1886 two more acres. In 1887 he 
gathered his first crop from fifteen acres of cultivated land. It was Modeste Laviollette 
from St. Louis who countersigned as witness when Antoine patented his homestead. 
 
On November 19, 1883, Antoine signed a petition protesting the 1883 Order-in-Council 
transferring the Metis lands at St. Louis Saskatchewan to the Prince Albert Colonization 
company. Later, in 1885, he participated in the Metis Resistance and is listed on Philippe 
Garnot’s list of Resistance participant’s. 
 
After Betsy died in 1901 Antoine subsequently married Therese Elizabeth Swain born at 
Pembina, in 1902 at St. Louis. Therese was the daughter of Jacques Swain (b. 1814)  
and Marie Allary (b. 1820). 
 

Scrip claims: 
 
Scrip affidavit for Richard, Josephte; born: 1830; father: Augustin Lapointe (Métis); 
mother: Charlotte Lapointe (Métis); claim no: 1438; scrip no: 10382; date of issue: 
August 21, 1876; amount: $160; husband: Antoine Richard 
 
Richard, Antoine; heir to his deceased son, Alexander; Richard; address: St. Louis, 
Saskatchewan; born: Fall, 1880 at St. Catherines, Saskatchewan; died: 7 September 1897 
at St. Louis, Saskatchewan; father: Antoine Richard (Métis and deponent); mother: Betsy 
Fidler (Métis); scrip cert.: form D, no. 455 for $240.00; claim no. 221.   
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